Christian Racial Reconciliation and Justice

Spring and Autumn Semester—Master Syllabus
	


COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course examines a full range of Christian racial reconciliation concepts, and Biblical mandates on standing for justice.  The course also presents the historical background for racism and racial injustices and the complicity of much of the Christian church in these realities.  Faculty and students will examine together how these historical realities impact the racial division and misunderstandings in the Christian church today and contribute to disparities and injustices that remain.  The course will also examine the current racial division and voluntary segregation that remains in most of the Bible-believing churches.  Christian reconciliation will be presented as a combination of positively reaching across racial lines for common understanding and cultural exchanges so there can be a mutual recognition of the current impacts and damage from the legacy of racism and race discrimination.  The course will present pro-active ideas about bridging the racial divide and share ideas about restorative justice that needs to be addressed.  The course will examine Biblical standards for lovingly acknowledging and mitigating personal and systemic damages from racial injustice; the racial unity and equality that God mandates in the Bible.  Students and faculty will examine practical examples for bridging the racial divide; promoting unifying and uplifting Biblical reconciliation.
This Christian Racial Reconciliation and Justice course is designed as a boilerplate instructional syllabus for Bible-believing Christian colleges and universities as well as divinity schools with similar doctrinal foundations.  However, aspects of this course are also valuable for organizations with other Christian leanings and for people of all backgrounds.  
This is designated as a 13-week course.  However, the exact course time frame can be adjusted to accommodate the specific semester length of a participating college or divinity school.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

By the end of this course the student should be able to:

1. Understand the unfortunate history of racism, racial discrimination and serious human rights abuses against entire races of people, and how much of the Christian church either passively allowed these injustices or actively contributed to them.      

2. Realize the full extent of Christian racial reconciliation including lovingly reaching out of racial comfort zones across racial lines; understanding the different cultures for acceptance; and using Biblical standards to pro-actively mitigate injuries, disparities and suffering tied to current racism and historical racism.
3. Learn and contribute to Bible-based ideas and actions to unite Christians, Christian groups and churches.
4. Discuss and advocate for specific mitigation actions that the church should present to address current injustices, so that the Body of Christ across the USA is equipped to take the lead in society in advocating for racial inclusion, racial justice, reconciliation and unity; all to present the Gospel in a more positive light in the eyes of nonbelievers.
5. Understand the different Biblical scriptures, and the overall essence of the Bible and the life of Jesus in support of reconciliation, unity and justice for the mistreated.
The above list includes some of the basic objectives of this course.  In this course students will be introduced to some of the many aspects of biblical interpretation on fostering better race relations for more effective furtherance of the Christian Gospel.  Much of the material will be new and sometimes be provocative.  However, the history is consistent about the generations of racial injustices and abuses spanning centuries, and the current impact on the Christian church and society at large.  This course will acknowledge that many professed Christians remain ignorant of the church’s role in an ugly racial history; blind and unconcerned about current racial injustices; racially insensitive; racially exclusionary; apathetic, and in a limited way, influenced by or embracing White nationalism and other forms of racism sometimes from people of different backgrounds.  The course will require an open mind about the realities of past and present racism, disparities and racial exclusion, and Bible-based, prayerful, and loving ways to find racial solutions, racial reconciliation and racial justice.  Because of the sensitivity of this course and the reality of residual pain and suffering from the past and current impacts of racism, faculty and students will need to rely often on the power of the Holy Spirit, prayer, and God’s standards as described in the Bible.  It will require hard work. There is, however, no more important task for the Christian.  Regardless of major, there is nothing more basic to theological education than knowing how to interpret the Bible.  The Bible is God’s word, and as such we should desire nothing more than to understand how to interpret it so we can know God, be built up in the truth, preach and teach, and reach a lost world with the truth of salvation through Christ alone as revealed in the Bible.  Part of that Gospel-spreading mandate and formula for Christian revival, includes combining Biblical truth in word with actions in support of service and justice in support of those who are suffering or mistreated—and build racial unity. That is the holistic Gospel that this course will embrace.  
COURSE RESOURCES:
BOOKS (Excerpts)—written by Christian race relations specialists
The Color of Compromise, by Jemar Tisby

One Blood, by John Perkins

Healing Racial Divides, by Terrell Carter

Dear White Christians, by Jennifer Harvey
The Post Racial Church, by Kenneth A. Mathews and M. Sydney Park
The Jeremiah Chronicles, by Vorana (e-book only on Kindle)

Select Articles/Presentations by mainly Christian Race Relations Experts, including:
Jarvis Williams

Samuel Rodriguez

Russell Moore

Esau McCaulley

Sheila Wise Rowe

Chad Seales
Francis Chan

Christena Cleveland
Fernando Tamara
Alveda King
Thabiti Anyabwile 
Suzanne Gamboa

Steve S. Chang

John MacArthur

Kevin DeYoung

Helen Lee

Jeff Brumley

Lesli White

Luciana Lopez

Harriet McLeod

Alana Wise

Kirk Franklin

Tony Evans

Robert Morris

Matt Crouch

Nadra Kareem Nittle

Religion News Service

Evangelical Immigration Table

MOSAIX multi-ethnic Christian group
Mission Mississippi multi-ethnic Christian consortium

OneHeartDC multi-ethnic Christian consortium

One Race multi-ethnic Christian consortium

Movement Day

James 2 Association

Justin Giboney, The AND Campaign

LifeWay Researchers

Japanese American Citizens League (secular group)

The Library of Congress (secular group)

The Sentencing Project/United Nations (secular group)
Students are free to cite other sources in their research and papers. Also, students are welcome to read other sections of the cited books besides the excerpts.
COURSE STRUCTURE:

This 13-week course is broken down into four segments and a special assignment, as follows:

1. The long history of racism in the USA and the role of certain Christian churches in these activities. (Three weeks)
2. Current racial disparities tied to the racist history and the various responses and ideas of different churches to these disparities. (Three weeks)
3. Racial division, racial exclusion and voluntary segregation in churches; realities and causes.  (Two weeks)
4. Pro-active movements and initiatives/ideas to bridge the racial divide in Christians churches, and to promote reconciliation. (Three weeks)

5. Research on restorative justice ideas (One week)
6. Final paper (Last week)
LEARNING ASSESSMENT

1. 10-15 page paper on Section 1




15%



2. 10-15 page paper on Section 2




15%
3. 10-15 page paper on Section 3




15%

4. 10-15 page paper on Section 4
 



15%
5.
20-25 page summary paper on overall lessons from this course
40%
SECTION 1
WEEK ONE  

*The genesis of Whiteness as the dominant race:  Carter, p. 43-64

*Race and the Bible, and how Scriptures were abused:  Perkins, pp 48-56

*The curse of Ham as an underpinning of racism:  Matthews/Park, pp 60-65

*The permeation of decades of racial superiority and division: Carter, pp 17-42

*Racial distinctions and interactions in Biblical times:  Matthews/Park, pp 95-123
*Race and Racism Pre-Date Karl Marx, Thabiti Anyabwile, April 9, 2018
*The early foundations of Black chattel slavery in America, Tisby, pp 25-39

*Racism and slavery:  early struggles and heroes:  Perkins, pp 131-144

*Racial Issues facing Latinos: Suzanne Gamboa, February 26, 2020
*Asian American history and racial challenges, Japanese American Citizens League (Web)
*Native Americans and historical racism: Harvey, pp 50-51; 161-178

WEEK TWO

*The genesis of slavery and racism in the early Colonial Era: Tisby, pp 25-55

*Racism institutionalized in Antebellum Era:  Tisby, pp 56-69
*Christian Schism on Slavery in the Civil War Era:  Tisby, pp 70-87
*The Lost Cause and “Redemption” in the South after reconstruction: Tisby, pp 92-110

*Jim Crow, Civil Rights and White Evangelicals: The Gospel Coalition, February 10, 2015
*Many White Churches divide from Blacks after Civil Rights Movement: Harvey, pp 103-131

*Historical racism in the North and Church involvement: Tisby, pp 111-129

*Resistance during the Civil Rights Movement: Tisby pp 130-151

*The African American Odyssey:  A Quest for Full Citizenship:  Short Vignettes: African American Odyssey re:  Anti-slavery heroes:  The Library of Congress
*Research the massacres in Tulsa, Rosewood Fl., and East Saint Louis

Partial List of Key Biblical/Scriptural References for Section 1:

Exodus 3, vs. 7-10; 1 Timothy 1, vs. 8-10; 1 John 2, v. 9; 1 Corinthians 7, v. 21; Isaiah 61, v. 1; Proverbs 29, v. 7; Psalm 146, vs. 5-9; Mark 10; vs. 42-44; Ezekiel 45, v. 9; 1 John 2, v. 9; Luke 4, vs. 24-27
WEEK THREE

Write a 10-15 page paper that comes in two parts.  The first part is a summary of historical human rights abuses such as slavery, violence, discrimination and segregation directed against Black people and other minorities; and the involvement of segments of the Christian church in these abuses. The second part of the paper describes how Christian churches, via their policies and actions, could have had a better impact on historical race relations, and helped to avert the historical human rights abuses.  Include Scriptural references in the paper.  
SECTION 2

WEEK FOUR

*Adventures Begin Outside the Four Walls: Vorana, Chapter 4
*Economic Policy Institute, 50 Years After the Kerner Commission: February 26, 2018

*Christians and Racial Justice: Sojourners, pp 1-52

*The Sentencing Project, Report to the United Nations on Racial Disparities in the Criminal Justice System, April 19, 2018

*What Shooting and Racial Justice Mean For the Body of Christ: Russell Moore, July 6, 2016
*Life Threatening Racial Division: Vorana, Chapter 11

*HUD Study Finds That Minorities Still Face Unequal Treatment From Housing Providers

*Is God Racist or Is It My Church? Alexis Freeman

*National Blacks In Higher Education tracking of racial incidents on college campuses

*Why White School Districts Have So Much More Money, February 26, 2019

*Politicizing the Gospel:  Religious Right Rises in the ‘60s and ‘70s, Tisby, pp 152-171

*The Religious Left and Politics:  Online research of Reverends Al Sharpton and William Barber

WEEK FIVE
*Current impacts of America’s racial history: Carter, pp. 64-82

*Research online, “Christian Identity Churches”

*Race Matters: Jarvis Williams, October 19, 2005

*That Blacks Are Leaving White Churches Should Surprise Nobody: Chad Seales, May 17, 2018

*Racial Divisions in the Church on Politics: Vorana, Chapter 15
*Evangelical Immigration Table, thinking Biblically About Immigration and Immigration Reform: Various Speakers

*Why Asian Americans Struggle to Feel at Home in White-Majority Churches: Steve, S. Chang, 

November 16, 2017

*White Christians: Its Time To Stand In Solidarity With Your Black Brothers and Sisters, Christena Cleveland: August 21, 2014

*The Statement on Social Justice and the Gospel: John MacArthur, et. al.

*Is Social Justice a Gospel Issue? Kevin DeYoung: September 11, 2018

*Preaching Against Racism is Not a Distraction From the Gospel: Esau McCaulley
*Russell Moore Responds To Statement on Social Justice: September 14, 2018
*Making a Case for Reparations: Harvey, pp. 15-41; 158-190

Partial List of Key Biblical/Scriptural References for Section 2:
Amos 5, vs. 11-15; Ezekiel 16, vs. 49-50; Amos 8, vs. 4-6; Isaiah 58, vs. 6-12; Isaiah 3, Vs. 14-15; Jude 1, v. 19; Romans 2, vs. 9-11; James 5, vs. 1-5; Exodus 23, v. 9; James 2, v. 9; Galatians 2, vs. 11-16; Ephesians 2, vs. 11-22; Acts 11, v. 17
WEEK SIX
Write a 10-15 page paper about possible church responses to cited contemporary inequities.  Describe some of these inequities, and address the idea of Christian advocacy for reparations-- why or why not?  Include Scriptural references in the paper.

SECTION 3

WEEK SEVEN

*Some early reasons why Churches are divided, Tisby: pp 9-24

*Sunday Morning in America Still Segregated and That’s Okay With Worshipers: LifeWay, January 15, 2015

*6 Signs that Say ‘You Are Not Welcome in This Church’: Lesli White

*Statistics May Lie, But They Usually Reveal Some Truth: Vorana, Chapter 8

*America’s Churches: often a reflection of the nation’s racial divide: Luciana Lopez, Harriet McLeod, Alana Wise

*Current racial divide and divided church: Carter, pp 1-16

*Francis Chan Asks, Has The Church Given Up On Unity?  September 9, 2018

*Latino Churches Adapting to declining Hispanic identity: Jeff Brumley, December 27, 2017

*For Some Latinos, grappling with their Christian identity can be complicated: Religion News Service, April 16, 2020

*Racially Segregated Christian Music: Vorana, Chapter 13

*Asian Americans: Silent No More (from a Christian perspective): Helen Lee

Partial List of Key Biblical/Scriptural References for Section 3:

1 Kings 8, vs. 41-43; Proverbs 24, v. 23; 1 Corinthians 12, vs. 12-13; Romans 15, vs. 15-16; Genesis 12, v. 3; Philippians 2, vs. 3-4; Romans 10, v. 12; Mark 3, v. 25; 1 Corinthians 1, v. 10;
Romans 1, v. 14

WEEK EIGHT

Write a 10-15 page paper describing some of the divisions in the churches, and some of the reasons for them.  Include Scriptural references in this paper.  
SECTION 4
WEEK NINE
*James 2 Association Website: christiansocialjustice.com.  The e-books attached to the Website are not part of the assignment
*Pastor Sam Rodriguez, TBN racial reconciliation broadcast with Robert Morris and Alveda King, September 6, 2018

*Race relations in the church, TBN broadcast with Kirk Franklin, Tony Evans, Robert Morris and Matt Crouch

*One Race Movement: Website

*Mosaix Global Network: Website

*Movement Day: Website

*Seeking common ground: Carter, pp. 83-105

*One race: Perkins, pp. 43-56

*Christian Racial Reconciliation Miracle #1:  Vorana, Chapter 5

*Christian Racial Reconciliation Miracle #4: Vorana, Chapter 10

*What God’s church should look like: Perkins, pp. 27-41
*Memphis Miracle: research
*Contemporary Racial Justice Strategies: Tisby, pp. 192-212
WEEK TEN
*God’s blessings for all nations: Matthews/Park, pp. 67-93

*Powerful examples of reconciliation:  Carter, 106-120

*Drama Simulation of Common Ethnic Barriers and Biblical Resolution Solutions:  Vorana, Chapter 14

*God’s view on race:  Matthews/Park, pp. 95-123

*Example of Repentance:  research Southern Baptist Convention statements on race

*One Heart DC: Website

*Mission Mississippi: Website

*Tearing down walls: Perkins, pp. 113-126

*The power of forgiveness: Perkins, pp. 99-111

*Love overcoming racism: Perkins, pp. 161-169

*How to End Segregation in the American Church: Nadra Kareem Nittle, April 30, 2019

*Best Practices for Overcoming Racial/Ethnic Barriers in Churches: Vorana, Chapter 19

Partial List of Key Biblical/Scriptural References for Section 4: 
Galatians 3, v. 28; Colossians 3, v. 11; 1 Corinthians 12, v. 13; 1 Samuel 16, v. 7; 1 Timothy 5, v. 21; Acts 17, v. 26; Colossians 3, v. 25; Exodus 22, v. 21; John 7, v. 24

WEEK ELEVEN

Write a 10-15 page paper summarizing the different ways that God has inspired Christians and churches to bridge the racial divide and build racial unity.  Include Scriptural references in this paper.

WEEK TWELVE:

Read Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter From a Birmingham Jail, and then research ideas for restorative justice that Christian churches and leaders have suggested.  Make notes of what you found.  Please feel free to add your own ideas on Biblically-based restorative justice.
WEEK THIRTEEN

Write a 20-25 page final paper in two sections.  In the first section you will discuss your understanding on racial reconciliation, and the ways that a Biblically based restorative justice paradigm may be interwoven with it.  In the second section you will imagine yourself in a multi-racial Christian racial reconciliation team and suggest some key dialogue points that may be said by different participants.  
______________________________________________________________________________________
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